Bryant goes Google
for spring break
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2nd Annual
Public
Speaking
Colloquium
By Sara Larrabee
Staﬀ Writer

Calling all undergraduate students of all majors!
Have you ever wanted the opportunity to showcase your
public speaking ability in
front of an audience? Would
you like the chance to win
some of the $1800 in cash
prizes? If so, consider participating in Bryant University’s
Second Annual Public Speaking Colloquium! The main
event will be held on Monday,
March 28 from 7:00-9:30pm in
Bello Grand Hall. The Master
of Ceremonies for the evening
will be Channel 12 news anchor, Mike Montecalvo.
Everyone is invited to the
event, so please come out to
support the ﬁnalists! Light refreshments will be served.
In order to participate,
students must ﬁll out a simple
application form. Application
forms can be obtained from
any Communication Department faculty, or sent to you by
email by contacting Susan
Baran at subaran@bryant.edu.
The ﬁnal deadline for submission of forms is February 25
or at a cut-oﬀ of 41 students.
A7er all applications have
been received, participants
will receive an email packet of
very important information
regarding the rules and regulations for the competition, a
crash course in public speaking, and a time slot for the
preliminary/elimination
round. This ﬁrst round of
speeches (the
preliminary/elimination
round), will be held on Friday, March 25 from 9:00am5:00pm in the Koﬄer TV
studio. Here’s what the preliminary/elimination round
will consist of...
Each participant will be
notiﬁed by email as to their
scheduled 30 minute time-slot
within the 9am-5pm time
frame. During that time they
will have to deliver a short, 3minute speech. If students
cannot make their assigned
time, they must IMMEDIATELY contact Susan Baran to
be rescheduled for another

See “Colloquium”on
page 2.

Smithfield, RI

By Ariana Ricci
Copy Editor

March 8, 2011 will certainly be a joyous day for
Bryant students. For one
thing, it falls during Spring
Break, something already on
the minds of many students,
despite it being only the second week of classes. More
prominently, though, it is a
day of much-anticipated
change for the students: the
day that Bryant goes Google.
That’s right, a7er nearly 11
years, it’s goodbye Microso7
Exchange, hello Google Apps
Education Edition!
As two Information
Services Department members can a8est, the switch did
not come about overnight.
Phil Lombardi, Classroom
and Lab Services Manager,
and Dave Gannon, Associate
Director of Academic Computing and Media Services,
began this project two years
ago. This was when they
“found out that students were
just forwarding emails from
their Bryant account to their
regular accounts due to the
lack of storage that
our email was
providing
them,” noted
Lombardi.
Storage is
probably the
key concern of
most students
when it comes
to the current
Microso7 Exchange platform. We can
all relate to the
ominous email
we receive, warning us that
our mere 50 MB mailbox is almost full, at which time we
are forced to delete old messages if we have any hope of
receiving new ones.
Soon a7er this discovery
was made, Bryant began
searching for a new email
platform. The top two contenders, both free of charge,
came from Microso7 and
Google. At the time, Microso7
seemed to be the victor, but
the options were reevaluated
recently with Google coming
out on top. The main reasons

for this decision are the familiarity of Google’s apps
to students and the quality
of their tech support. “It
was also one of the easiest
platforms to integrate into
our systems,” Gannon offered.
In addition, Lombardi said that much was
done to ensure that this
was the right way to go:
“We talked to many diﬀerent stakeholders from different departments on
campus, including Academic Aﬀairs, ACE, Career
Services, and Student Senate, in order to get their
opinions and feedback.
The students really
seemed to prefer
[Google].”
So what exactly will
this new email platform
Lisa, an SPB chair, is working on her new Google e-mail as a
provide us with? Overall, part of the Bryant G-mail pilot testing. (Kelsey Nowak)
it boasts a whopping 7 GB
phone or another email acments in and of themselves!
of storage space and the abilcount.
Related
to
this,
you
They will entice users to reity to send a8achments as
will
also
be
able
to
real-time
main faithful to Google’s servlarge as 25 MB—that’s half the
chat
with
fellow
students
ices. Another part of the plan
size of our current system’s
right
from
your
mailbox.
is to include advertisements
total capacity!
Other
cool
apps
include
only in the alumni accounts,
Lombardi and Gannon
Google
Calendar,
which
is
which are diﬀerent from acexplained that there are two
perfect for aggregating sched- tive student accounts.
ules in order to
When the switch happlan group
pens on March 8, a tool will
meetings, and
be provided to students to auGoogle Video,
tomate the process of moving
an alternative to all emails from the old system
YouTube.
to the new one, as Gannon exThe secplained. The only catch is that
ond layer of
they must all be moved to the
apps encominbox ﬁrst, and then it’s just
passes even
one simple click. Even be8er,
more features
as announced last semester,
that may be faour email addresses will remiliar to many
main the same. This convenstudents. There
ience is what caused a slight
~ Katie Colton ‘12
is Picasa,
bump in the timeline, pushing
Google’s
photo
so7ware
back the date to March rather
layers of apps, which can be
to
aid
in
organizing
and
editthan January. However, I
used not only for academic
ing
photos.
This
also
includes
think I can speak for most stupurposes, but also social ones,
Google
Reader,
which
gathers
dents when concluding that it
The ﬁrst layer includes Gmail,
your
favorite
blog
updates
will be worth the wait.
Contacts, and Google Docs,
into
one
convenient
location.
“The reason why we’re
which is great for sharing
Google
Earth
and
Maps
will
doing
this is to primarily
group documents, spreadalso
be
available
here,
as
will
bring
a
tool and service to stusheets, and presentations.
Google
Books,
which
prodents
that
they’re accustomed
Also included is Google
vides
free
access
to
all
public
to
using,
but
through Bryant’s
Voice, which is Google’s own
domain
books.
domain,”
Lombardi
conversion of Skype. It supports
Many
may
be
wondercluded.
“We
want
to
start
video teleconferencing, video
ing
how
Google
can
aﬀord
to
pushing
the
apps
to
supplecha8ing, and even provides
provide us with all of these
ment students’ lifestyles--alyou with your own phone
wonderful
apps
for
no
cost.
ways on the go, always
number that can be set to alert
Well,
the
answer
is
simple:
the
mobile, always connected.”
you in various ways, whether
apps
and
tools
are
advertiseit’s through your mobile

‘Overall, Gmail is great. It is easy to
navigate, and for group projects and organizations especially, the new system will
be extremely beneﬁcial. The ability to share
documents and calendars is fantastic for
this. Also, the extra storage is a huge improvement from the old system.’
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He’s back! Father Joe speaks
at 15th Annual Interfaith
Prayer Breakfast
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By Sara Larrabee
Staﬀ Writer

Come join Mr. and Mrs.
Machtley, as well as other distinguished guests from the
Bryant Interfaith community,
on Tuesday February 8, 2011
for the 15th Annual Interfaith
Prayer Breakfast. It will be
held at 7:30 AM in The Heidi
and Walter Stepan Grand Hall
of the George E. Bello Center
for Information and Technology.
The main speaker for
this year’s event will be Father
Joseph Pescatello, who has
just returned from his sabbatical studies at the North American College in Rome. Even
though he is no longer
Bryant’s Catholic Chaplin, Father Joe remains a recognizable and a very well respected
member of the Bryant community. It is an honor to welcome him back to be the
featured speaker of this annual event. Currently, Father
Joe has resumed his present
duties as Administrator pro
term of SS. John and James in
West Warwick, RI.
This event is modeled
a7er the National Prayer
Breakfast that occurs during
the ﬁrst week of February in
Washington, D.C. and is replicated at diﬀerent institutions
all around the country. The
breakfast is buﬀet style and is
open to all members of the
community as well as Bryant
faculty, staﬀ, and students.

The program is scheduled to begin at
7:30 AM and
will include inspirational
music selections
performed by
the Bryant
Singers and
readings from
Christianity and
Judaism as well
as the Hindu
and Muslim reguest speaker will be Father Joe
ligions. Students The
Pescatello. (Courtesy of University Relations)
and faculty will
conduct the readings from the and members of the community, we are kindly asking for
diﬀerent religions and
Rachael Karpman will deliver a contribution of $7.00 to help
defray the actual cost of the
the student message.
breakfast. Again, the form can
If you are interested in
be ﬁlled out and dropped oﬀ
a8ending, there are several
to Aurelie or mailed to Box
ways to pre-register, but
33, Bryant University, 1150
please return all registration
forms by Friday, February 4th. Douglas Pike, Smithﬁeld, RI
02917 along with a check
Everyone should have repayable to “Bryant University
ceived a paper registration
Prayer Breakfast.”
form in their mailboxes
SNOW DATE! In the
within the past few days. If
event of inclement weather,
you are a student with a meal
which is very possible, the
plan, simply returning that
snow date for this event will
form to Aurelie in the Counbe Tuesday, February 15th
seling Services/Campus Minfrom 7:30-8:30AM.
istry Oﬃce will reserve your
spot. If you are a Bryant senior without a meal plan, there
Register for this year’s
is no cost, but you must still
Interfaith
pre-register either by returnBreakfast
by
ing the paper form, by calling
Friday,
Aurelie at (401) 232-6045, or
by emailing your name and
February 4th!
student ID number to amaciej@bryant.edu.
Free for all
For Bryant faculty, staﬀ,

students!

Colloquium
Continued from page 1

time on 3/25. The speech speciﬁed on the participant’s application will only be used if
he/she makes the ﬁnal round
on March 28. Also note, from
this pool of total applicants,
only 6 students will be chosen
to compete in the ﬁnal competition in the Bello Grand Hall
on 3/28. Finalists will be notiﬁed both by email and by
phone a7er all speeches have
been completed in the elimination round, and will have
the weekend to fully prepare
their ﬁnal colloquium
speeches. Those who do not
make the ﬁnals will be notiﬁed by email as well.
Now to the good stuﬀ…
the prizes. All participants
will receive a certiﬁcate of
congratulations, but for the
top three ﬁnalists there will be
a cash prize awarded. 3rd
place will receive $250, 2nd
place $500, and the winner of
the competition will receive
$1000. Additionally, there will
be a raﬄe drawing to give audience members a chance to
walk away with an awesome
prize. This event is proudly
organized the Department of
Communication, the College
of Arts and Sciences, and the
on-campus public speaking
club, The Podium. The event
is sponsored by The
HanoverInsurance Group.
Every participant will
beneﬁt from participating because presentation skills are
the number one criterion in
job a8ainment and success.
Also, since local corporations
will be in a8endance, there
will be networking opportunities with professional members of the audience. “This
event gives students the op-
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portunity to practice speaking
skills, writing skills, and also
to receive feedback on their
delivery. This is a deﬁnite résumé builder and something
employers will notice,” says
Professor Susan Baran, the
program coordinator and advisor to the The Podium.
Baran and Communication
Department Chair Dr. Wendy
Samter expect to double the
number of applicants from
last year’s highly successful
Colloquium. So be sure to
sign up for the possibility of
winning cash and gaining experience in the process!
If you have any questions regarding anything
about the Public Speaking
Colloquium 2011 please do
not hesitate to email Susan
Baran at subaran@bryant.edu
or Dr. Wendy Samter at
wsamter@bryant.edu. If you
have any questions regarding
the colloquium, you can also
reach Professor Baran at
401.258.5838. Good luck!

The Master of Ceremonies
for the evening will be
Channel 12 news anchor,
Mike Montecalvo. (Courtesy of
Royce Brunson)

A0ention Bryant has a nutritionist?!
Bryant
Seniors!
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By Kelsey Nowak
Photo Editor

Submi0ed by Alumni
Relations Oﬃce

A7ention Seniors!In just
over 100 days, you will pass
through the Archway and become Bryant University
alumni! But why wait? You
can join the ranks of alumni
now!
Here’s how to get connected:
First, make sure you register for our Linked In group.
Search for the Bryant University Alumni Association, and
since it’s a closed group, you
will have to request to be a
member. There is also a sub
group for entrepreneurs
called the Bryant Venture
Forum.
Second, if you are on Facebook, be sure to “friend” the
Bryant University Alumni Association page. This will alert
you about upcoming alumni
events and programs. We also
have regional groups on Facebook, so if you know you will
be working and/or living in a
certain city, you can search for
an alumni group in your area
by plugging in Bryant University Regional Alumni Network. Most groups are
arranged by state (e.g. California), except Boston and New
York.
Watch this column for
more tips on networking and
ﬁnding that ﬁrst job. Or, if
you already have a job, make
sure that you continue to expand your Bryant ties within
your industry. We host dozens
of events throughout the year
for Bryant alumni to stay involved, and you are invited!

Debbie Turner is a registered dietician who was welcomed into the Bryant
community in September. She
is working with Sodexo to
be7er all of our nutrition
habits while we eat on campus. Originally from Westboro Massachuse7s, Debbie
has been around food all of
her life. She grew up working
in her family owned and operated donut shop. She attended Simmons College in
Boston where she received
her undergraduate degree in
management, and then received her master’s degree in
health education and disease
prevention from University of
Connecticut.
Q: What did you do a6er
graduating with a master’s
degree?

A: A6er graduating, I worked
for Blue Cross, where I would
go to diﬀerent schools, corporate oﬃces, hospitals, and factories. There, I educated
people about nutrition and
what they could do to just
make a small change each
week to be7er their health. In
the hospitals, I helped recovering heart patients make
their diet safer for their new
heart condition.
Q: How did you end up at
Bryant?

A: I was between jobs and living in RI. I never knew how
much I was going to love
being on the campus and
working with all of you!
Q: Since you’ve been here,
what are some of the changes
that have been made to our
dining experience?
A: I have tried to balance the
menus a bit more. There is a
new half sandwich/half salad
station at lunch, and the veggie burger is now a couscous
burger because it has both
starch and protein.

Senate Corner
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Q: I have noticed the signs
around the food area that
have diﬀerent calorie counts
for each food component; can
you tell me more about these?
A: Each station now has food
value information so that students can see exactly what
they are consuming as well as
what a healthy portion is according to food regulations. I
am sort of going for the
‘whoa’ factor, so that you all
realize what good food really
is.
Q: Do you do the menus
now?

A: I do not. The managers still
do the menus but I deﬁnitely
try to make sure that Sodexo’s
idea of “The Balanced Way” is
apparent. Sodexo does a lot to
make sure that what they
serve is compliant with the
Food and Drug Administration’s guidelines for healthy
eating habits.
Q: What is “The Balanced
Plate”?

A: The balanced plate is a
meal for each meal time that
falls under a speciﬁc nutrition
requirement such as low fat,
low sodium, or low in calories. We are currently adding
more choices to make the decision to eat healthy easier.
This information can be located near the classics and
vegetarian area!

Q: If someone is not willing to
give up their dessert, what is
a recommendation that you
can give to them?
A: I would say try to have
some fruit with the ice cream.
No one says you have to cut
out all sweets, but try to mix
your sweets with fruits.
Q: If there is one piece of advice you can give to our students, faculty, and staﬀ
regarding eating healthier,
what would it be?

A: Try to cut a quarter of your
portions oﬀ, and when having
a meal try to incorporate at

Submi0ed By Student Senate

In the spirit of I Love DPS day, Student Senate would like to extend our
gratitude to the numerous other departments that assist us throughout the
year. The Department of Facilities makes a tireless eﬀort to keep our campus
as clean and pristine as it is. Without their help, the Bryant campus would
look entirely diﬀerent. During this school year, Health Services has created
new programs such as the Satellite in the Rotunda and the ability to Instant
Message a nurse practitioner for help. These improvements cannot go without thanks because they make seeking help much easier for the student body.
While talking about improvements to aid students, Residence Life cannot be
forgo7en. This year they are incorporating an online housing sign-up to
make the process simpler for students. Dining services have not been le6 behind in this trend to make positive changes. The Fo’real milkshakes machines have been a great addition to our dining options. We feel very
fortunate to have the support and help that these departments provide for us.

Winter Weekend Schedule of Events

Friday 2/11/11 :
5-7pm Festive Meal in Salmo with a Hot Chocolate Bar!!
8-11pm On-Campus Ice Skating Rink at the Basketball courts outside of
Hall 14 & 15 (Co-sponsored with Bryant@Night) *Skates will be available
Saturday: Table sign-ups the week before, Feb 7-11
48 Spots Available
4:30-9pm Oﬀ-Campus Snow Tubing Trip
At Ward Mountain in Shrewsbury, Mass
Heated tent and Hot Chocolate provided at tubing place
*Meet in PLC lot at 430
Sunday:
7:30-9pm Gingerbread House Competition in Bryant Center Commons
Teams of 3 or 4
9:30-11pm Movie: Miracle! in South Dining Hall
Free Snacks

Debbie Turner is a registered dietician working with
Sodexo. (Kelsey Nowak)

least one fruit or veggie per
meal.

Q: What is your number one
goal?

A: My goal is to educate. I am
trying to create awareness as
to what people are eating but
there is no judgment in anything I do. I want my aid to be
comfortable for everyone because no one is going to save
the world by drastically
changing their diets. So I
focus on making a small
change in breakfast one week,
then move on from there
gradually until eating healthier is natural.
Q: How can students, faculty,
or staﬀ get in contact with
you?

A: I am most accessible
through email. My email is
debbieturner@bryant.edu. If
you email me, we can set up a

private consult to discuss
food-related dietary restrictions, allergies, digestion, and
your nutrition. I am more
than happy to help people
build a proper meal from
what is presented to them at
Salmonson during a meal period as well!
Q: What else are you currently doing on campus?

A: I am currently collaborating with health services and
athletics to help athletes with
their nutrition.

Debbie is going to have a
column in The Archway each
week where students, faculty,
and staﬀ may ﬁnd nutrition
tips, quick ideas for keeping
meals interesting, and new
developments in the nutrition
world. Be sure to check it out
for all the latest in staying
healthy on campus.

Accounting Majors
Master of Science in Accounting and Taxation
Earn the extra hours you need
for the CPA Certificate
Earn your MS degree in as few
as seven months... or at your
own pace
Choose between a concentration in Financial
and Assurance Services or Taxation
t " QSPHSBN PG TUVEZ EFTJHOFE GPS ZPV UP BDIJFWF ZPVS QSPGFTTJPOBM HPBMT
t 'VMMUJNF SFTJEFOU GBDVMUZ BOE BEWJTJOH TFSWJDFT
t $MBTTFT IFME PO PVS TVCVSCBO 8FTU )BSUGPSE DBNQVT NJOVUFT GSPN * BOE *
t $PVSTFT PĊFSFE JO B WBSJFUZ PG EFMJWFSZ NPEFToEBZ BOE FWFOJOH DMBTTFT UIJT TVNNFS

We invite you to compare our tuition costs with other accounting/taxation
master’s programs in the state. Discover a combination of quality and
aﬀordability that’s tough to beat.

To apply or get further information: 860.768.4343
web: barney.hartford.edu/msat
e-mail msat@hartford.edu
Application deadline of March 15 for summer admission

 #MPPNmFME "WFOVF
8FTU )BSUGPSE $5 
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Name: Kristina Aceto
Class of: 2011

University: Lorenzo de’
Medici
Location: Florence, Italy
Partner: API
Semester Abroad: Spring 2010
Duration: January 24-May 16

Reason for going:
I knew I wanted to study
abroad coming into college.
For me it was more of a decision as to where I would go.
A6er going on Sophomore International Experience in
Italy, I knew Florence was the
place I wanted to return to. I

wanted to really immerse myself into a completely diﬀerent culture and lifestyle than
ours here in the US. Also I’m
Italian, so that played a factor
in my decision to go back to
Italy for an extended amount
of time.
Best experience/memory:
My favorite (or at least one
of many) memory was going
to the Amalﬁ Coast of Italy.
While in Capri we went on a
boat tour around the island
and inside the blue gro7o; we
also took a convertible taxi to
the top of the island. The
water was so unbelievably
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blue and the views were unreal – it was easily the most
beautiful place I’ve ever been.
Funny cultural experience:
In Italian my last name actually translates to “vinegar,”
so I saw my last name on
every bo7le of balsamic vinegar at restaurants or grocery
stores. One of my Italian
friends thought it was so
funny that he insisted on always calling me “Vinegar”
rather than Kristina.

How was the school diﬀerent
from Bryant University?
The campus was split into

(Courtesy of Kristina Aceto)

3 separate locations, ranging
from a 15 minute walk to a 25
minute walk from where I
lived. Classrooms were much
less modern and some even
had frescos painted on the
ceilings. Also, nearly all of the
classes only met once a week,
so they lasted for 2 hours and
30 minutes!
How did this experience
change you?
My experience abroad really opened my eyes to all
that the world has to oﬀer. It
slowed down my daily pace
and made me so much more
patient and ﬂexible. It’s also
made me much more open to
new things, even just as simple as trying new foods.

Would you study abroad
again given the opportunity?
Absolutely! It was an
amazing experience; I’d go
again in a heartbeat.
PLEASE SEND SUBMISSIONS TO:
saoﬃce@bryant.edu

Check out
The Archway
on the web!

Twi0er: @thearchway
FB: The Archway

bryantarchway.com

*****************

Have something to say
about an article you
have seen? Send a le7er
to the editor! E-mail us
archway@bryant.edu

The 14th Annual Women’s
Happy
Summit Program Returns to Bryant New
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Year!

By Sara Larrabee
Staﬀ Writer

Aristotle tried to sum up
excellence succinctly: “We are
what we repeatedly do. Excellence is not an art but a
habit.” “The Power of Excellence” is the theme of this
year’s Women’s Summit Program which is scheduled to
be held on Thursday March
10, 2011 right here at Bryant
University. It will be directed
by the First Lady of Bryant,
Kati Machtley, and her team
of experienced commi7ee
members, including Mary
Moroney, Judy Claire, and
Elizabeth Powers, along with
many student volunteers.
Surely, this event will not disappoint.
Mrs. Machtley describes the Women’s Summit
as "an educationally enriching
conference which provides
professional and personal development for those who attend. A7endees become
inspired, motivated, and empowered to meet existing
challenges, and to achieve
their life goals while networking with others from throughout southeastern New
England.”
The day begins at 7:30 AM
with registration in the
George E. Bello Center for Information and Technology
and a complimentary continental breakfast at 8 AM in
the Elizabeth and Malcolm
Chase Wellness and Athletic
Center.
With three keynote speakers throughout the day, a
power plenary session before
lunch, and two breakout sessions with 20 programs to
choose from, a7endees will
have the opportunity to
“…hear a message from a
speaker that would cause
them to think diﬀerently
about something they have
been stuck on in the past and
they might be able to ﬁgure
out a new resolution to a
problem” said Mrs. Machtley.
Sessions oﬀered include
“Helping Women Become
(and Stay) Financially Independent,” “Developing Excellence Within Your Team,” and
“The Power of 12 Minutes:
Success and Safety in a Socially Networked World.” Detailed descriptions of all the
sessions are available in the
information and registration
pamphlet that can be picked
up in the foyer of the President’s Oﬃce in the Unistructure.
Women all around the
world face many challenges
including, but not limited to,
balancing work and a family,
advancing in their careers,
gaining an education, breaking the “glass ceiling,” learning how to live
independently, and dealing
with stress. This amazing program allows women to take a
break from their daily activities to reﬂect on their experiences and to learn about
themselves without the stress
of a deadline or any limitations.
Women have reﬂected on their experiences
from past years and one in
particular wrote, “I would
welcome the opportunity to

News from
ACE: The
Academic
Center for
Excellence

By Stephanie Carter
Contributing Writer and
Assistant Director of ACE,
Writing Services

The three keynote speakers that will be at this year’s summit. (Courtesy of The Women’s Summit)
tell you how much of a diﬀer- stress on our overall health
last year’s event and they
ence the Bryant Women’s
and well-being and diﬀerent
have just started their adverSummit has made in my life. I ways in which we can control
tising campaign to the comowe much of my present sucand conquer it. For those of us munity. There are
cess to the Bryant Summit.”
in school, we know what it is
approximately 975 spots
Another woman said, “I want like to be stressed. While no
available and this event has
to send along many congrats
one enjoys being stressed or
sold out 13 out of the 14 years
and appreciation for all you
under pressure, in this session it has been held. Mrs. Machtdo for women both on and oﬀ Ms. Domar will explain how
ley said she has kept a waitlist
campus. It’s been wonderful
to pace yourself be7er so that
of over 35 people in previous
a7ending summits and I look
you can enjoy life and everyyears, so act now and reserve
forward to future events.”
thing it has to oﬀer each day.
your spot!
All three keynote speakers,
This event may seem to be exAs mentioned earlier, regLinda Alvarado, Joan Lunden, clusively for older women
istration and information
and Alison Levine, have over- who have careers and their
pamphlets can be picked up
come seemingly insurmountown families, but that is not
in the foyer of the President's
able
the
Oﬃce, as well as in the Amica
Center for Career Education,
and in all of the faculty suites.
Students cannot register on‘Mrs. Machtley describes the Summit as
line, as they only pay a $10
"an educationally enriching conference
fee, and they need to bring
their completed registration
which provides professional and personal
forms to the President's oﬃce
development for those who a#end. A#enwhere they will be registered.
The fee for Bryant faculty and
dees become inspired, motivated, and emstaﬀ is $100 and $160 for all
powered to meet existing challenges, and to
other a7endees. The experiachieve their life goals while networking
ence, the advice, and the
power of this event is pricewith others from throughout southeastern
less and well worth the inNew England.”‘
vestment of your time and
money.
For students who are interchallenges in their lives to
case at all. This event is open
ested in a7ending but may
pursue and ﬁnd success in
to students and community
live too far from campus to
their passions.
members of any age, of any
drive up early that morning,
Their speeches will a7est
nationality or religion, of any
the Oﬃce Residence Life is
to these obstacles and will
ﬁeld of study, and yes, even to giving special permission to
motivate, inspire, and emomen.
those students who are registionally touch each listener inIn fact Mrs. Machtley entered for the event to stay in
dividually. Each woman is
courages students and men to their dorm room from
diﬀerent – each with their
a7end because this program
Wednesday morning March 9,
own stories, their own probchallenges everyone to think
2011 until a6er the event conlems, and their own aspiraabout their lives in diﬀerent
cludes. A6er February 21,
tions – but the goal of this
perspectives. Even though the 2011, students can ﬁll out a
event is to bring a population
sessions may be directed tospecial request form at
of nearly 1,000 people towards women’s lives, men
www.bryant.edu/reslife and
gether to ﬁnd the strength to
deal with the same individual return it promptly to the Resialways carry on no ma7er
issues in the work force, at
dence Life oﬃce for processwhat life might throw at you.
home and in school; and they
ing.
A limited number of local
can certainly beneﬁt from the
Students who are interhigh school students and
advice being shared if everyested in volunteering for this
some Girl Scouts have been
one keeps an open mind. Mrs. event will not have to pay the
invited to a7end the closing
Machtley also said, “A man
registration fee, but must conkeynote address by Alison
going to a session would also
tact Mrs. Machtley ASAP at
Levine. Introducing topics
hear the same thing that the
kmach@bryant.edu to be
such as empowerment, conﬁwomen would understand.
added into the database. For
dence, motivation, and deterEven the topic on ‘Designing
more information on the 2011
mination at a younger age can and Delivering Winning PreWomen’s Summit you can
only beneﬁt these young stusentations’; it’s for everyone.”
visit the Bryant homepage at
dents for their bright futures.
If you are interested in atwww.bryant.edu and click on
The power plenary session
tending, you must act fast.
the link for the program, or
just before noon time will fea- Mrs. Machtley said that the
you can go directly to
ture Alice D. Domar, Ph.D.,
online registration is already
h7p://wsummit.bryant.edu.
who will discuss the eﬀects of ahead of the numbers from

www.bryantarchway.com

Did you make a new year’s
resolution related to your
school work this year? Maybe
you want to become more organized, or bring up that
GPA? How about improving
your writing skills or ﬁnally
ge7ing a handle on your time
management?
In this column, ACE and
the Writing Center’s tutors,
writing consultants, and specialists will be oﬀering suggestions on ways to do be7er
in your classes and achieve
your academic goals. We see
so many students in ACE and
the Writing Center, and so we
see what works and what
doesn’t work. We will be sharing ideas and strategies so
readers can ﬁnd ways to work
be7er, smarter and faster.
For example, did you
know that you can “lock”
Facebook and other distracting websites so that you can’t
access it during the time you
are studying? There are
some free applications that
allow you to do this – just
search “block Facebook” to
ﬁnd them.
So, picture this: you get to
the library to start writing
your global politics paper.
You know that you always
waste time when writing by
checking Facebook. You just
plan to see if anyone updated
their status, but you’ve got a
few new friend requests.
From there, you end up looking at your new friends’ pictures for a while, and
checking out a funny video
that someone else posted. Before you know it, you’ve
wasted 45 minutes that
should have gone to working
on your paper.
If you can block Facebook
for a while, or make it more
than 1 click away, then you
can get more work done. Try
using Facebook as a reward
a6er all your work is ﬁnished,
or for a short break between
tasks.
In ACE and the Writing
Center, we see students of all
years and all ability levels.
Similarly, we want to make
this column applicable to all
Bryant students. So, if you
have any ideas or suggestions
for column topics, please
email us at
scarter@bryant.edu. Check in
with us again in upcoming issues, and be sure to stop by
ACE and the Writing Center!

page 6

february 4, 2011

The business of the Super Bowl
By Peter Mariner
Contributing Writer

Aside from becoming something of a national
holiday, Super Bowl Sunday has developed into a
global event with major business implications. As
football fans from all over the world tune in to
watch the Green Bay Packers square oﬀ against
the Pi9sburgh Steelers on Sunday in Dallas, companies will be paying close a9ention to their 30
seconds in the spotlight. Around 100 million fans
worldwide will not only be entertained by the
high-octane level of football on the ﬁeld, but also
the commercials between TV timeouts. According
to TNS Media Intelligence, 30 second commercial
advertisements being aired during Sunday’s
Super Bowl cost companies anywhere from $2.5
million to $3 million. This is a stark contrast from
the commercials aired on other not-so-super Sunday’s, which cost companies on average $400k.
Commercial advertisements aren’t the only
things that have become synonymous with dollar
signs on Super Bowl Sunday. Perhaps the biggest
winners of all will be the local businesses of the
Dallas/Fort Worth area. Although only 9% of fans
a9ending the big game at the brand new Cowboys Stadium will be Dallas residents, local hotels, restaurants and transportation will reap the

beneﬁts of the nearly 150,000 deep-pocketed fans
that plan to make the trip to North Texas for the
week’s festivities. The Dallas/Fort Worth Star
Telegram estimates that $611 million will be
thrown into the local economy. Although there
will be a ﬁnal score, the local economic implications may be le8 unse9led for months.
For the athletes who will be competing on the
big stage; they’ll be reaping beneﬁts as well. Each
member of the losing team will receive a nice parting gi8 of $42,000, while the winners will walk
away with an average of $83,000 to go with those
priceless bragging rights.
Despite all this, the real money will be made in
the be9ing realm. This Super Bowl is projected to
sha9er all the previous be9ing records in the big
game’s history. The record for the amount of
money bet on the Super Bowl was set during
Super Bowl XL (Steelers v. Seahawks) when
$94,534,372 was bet on the game. The second highest was when the Colts played the Bears in Super
Bowl XLI amounting to a total of $93,067,358. The
third highest amount ever bet on the big game was
set with $92,055,833 when the New England Patriots lost to the New York Giants in Super Bowl
XLII. Las Vegas has the Pi9sburg Steelers winning
Super Bowl XLV by 3 points.

Big reason for hope in Iraq: Oil, and lots of it
By Shashank Bengali
MCT Campus

On a bleak stretch of desert near
the Iraq-Kuwait border half a world
away from the Gulf of Mexico and last
year's nightmarish blowout BP is riding high, rapidly developing one of
the world's richest oil ﬁelds.
The British energy giant plans to
drill 3,000 new wells here over the
next 10 years and build a town from

scratch to house 4,000 employees. BP
and Iraqi oﬃcials hope the Rumaila
ﬁeld soon will become the second
most productive in the world a8er
Saudi Arabia's Ghawar, propelling the
country into competition with Saudi
Arabia and its other powerful oil-producing neighbor, Iran.
Iraq sits on the world's third-largest
oil reserves, a8er Saudi Arabia and
Venezuela, with the biggest known
ﬁelds lying under the windswept
sands outside Basra. Despite aging
pipelines, spo9y electricity, chronic insecurity and
a maze of ineﬃcient bureaucracy, the oil sector is
pressing an ambitious expansion plan that will determine Iraq's economic
future long a8er the last
American soldiers withdraw at the end of the
year.
Earlier this month,
thanks largely to the gains
at Rumaila, Iraqi oﬃcials
said that daily oil production had climbed to 2.7
million barrels, the highest
level since the U.S.-led invasion nearly eight years
ago. Though that's barely
a quarter of what Saudi
Arabia produces, Iraq
claims that within seven
years it could surpass its
rival by increasing production to more than 13
million barrels per day.
That would be a colossal achievement, and few
expect it to happen. But

a8er three decades of dictatorial neglect, economic sanctions and conﬂict
that decimated Iraq's oil sector, the increases so far are "extraordinarily encouraging," said Jim Jeﬀrey, the U.S.
ambassador to Baghdad.
"I can't stress how important that is
from the standpoint of Baghdad and
the politics and economics of this
country as it gets reintegrated with
the rest of the world," Jeﬀrey said during a recent visit to Basra, Iraq's port
on the Persian Gulf and the hub of its
southern oil region.
The international oil industry
views Iraq as one of the last great
crude jackpots. Experts think that Rumaila and the nearby West Qurna
ﬁelds where a consortium led by
Texas-based Exxon Mobil is working
could reshape world markets and
bring down oil prices. They also could
ra9le the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries, pu9ing Iraq on a
diplomatic collision course with fellow members of the oil cartel.
More immediately, oil could ﬁnance Iraq's postwar recovery. Crude
exports account for roughly 90 percent
of government revenue, more than
$190 billion from 2005 to 2009, according to U.S. government ﬁgures.
So central is oil to Basra that the
province's oﬃcial seal features a derrick. At the height of the sectarian
warfare that followed the invasion,
however, it was one of the scariest
places in Iraq, a ba9le zone ruled by
Shiite Muslim militias such as Muqtada al-Sadr's Mahdi Army and the
Iranian-backed Vengeance of God. In
2008, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
deployed thousands of security forces

to retake control.
Today, oil companies worry less
about security than about logistics:
diﬃculties securing visas for foreign
employees, for example, and long delays in clearing heavy equipment
through customs at Basra's airport.
Still, the companies employ large private-security details and, in an unusual arrangement, BP and a few
other British ﬁrms are renting some
oﬃces and bedrooms from the British
consulate, housed in a bombproof
building on the U.S. military base in
Basra.

Biz Snipz: the current happenings of the business world
By Michael Silva
Contributing Writer

Ford shares tumbled by 13% last Friday when
the company missed its projected fourth quarter
earnings. The company’s 2010 Q4 net income fell to
$190 million (5 cents a share), down from $886 million (25 cents a share) in the same quarter of 2009.
General Motors however, posted a 23% sales gain
for the same quarter.
Exxon posted a 53% increase in fourth quarter
proﬁts. For the full year, proﬁts rose to $30.46 billion, or $6.22 a share, from $19.28 billion, or $3.98 a
share. Full-year revenue was up 23 percent at
$383.22 billion.
Due to Egyptian protests and unsteady times,
crude oil rose to over a $100.00 a barrel for the ﬁrst
time since 2008. However, prices have since lowered, and as of 2/1/11, crude oil is trading at $91.75 a

barrel. One barrel of crude oil is equal to fourty-two
gallons.
Coca-Cola, Transocean, Statoil and Nestle have
all shutdown their operations in Egypt with no long
term plans of restarting them. Businesses across the
globe are retracting their operations due to the unrest in Egypt.
For the ﬁrst time in nearly 20 years, BP has
posted a quarterly loss. In the fourth quarter of
2010, BP has a $4.9 billion loss. CEO Bob Dudley
said the Gulf of Mexico oil spill cost the company
nearly $40.9 billion dollars and the company will
put many of its U.S.A. reﬁneries up for sale.
The United States national debt topped
$14,000,000,000,000 on January 20, 2011. The debt
cap is set at $14.3 trillion, however the cap will be
raised in May when the limit is reached.
The ﬁrst of all the major social networking sites
has announced plans for an initial public oﬀering
(IPO). LinkedIn decided not to disclose the target

price for its IPO or the date, though it will almost
certainly occur before the end of 2011. LinkedIn
plans to raise roughly $175 million through the IPO.
According to SharesPost, LinkedIn is worth $2.51
billion.
The world’s largest logistic company, UPS, posted
a 48% jump in quarterly proﬁts, the company earneing $1.12 billion, or $1.11 per share, in the last three
months of 2010. The increased proﬁts were due to
an increase in shipments during the holiday season.
Bank of America suﬀered a $1.2 billion dollar net
loss in the fourth quarter of 2010, but that has not
stopped them from handing out some huge
bonuses. CEO Brian Moynihan received a $9 million
all-stock bonus; Tom Montag, head of the bank's
trading and markets business, received a $14.3 million stock bonus. Joe Price, head of consumer banking, and Chuck Noski, BofA's CFO, both received a
$4.8 million in stock bonuses.
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current products and services, but rather seeks to
populace.
anticipate where markets and technologies are
Don’t get me wrong—I have a liberal arts backgoing, and innovate in response to what will be
ground, and I am a strong believer in learning critical thinking. Those skills have served me well and
You should read Academically Adri3. All of soci- needed instead of innovating in response to what is
good enough to
allowed me to succeed
ety should examine this book, but college students
make this week’s
at solving complex
in particular should at least be familiar with its resale. Companies
problems in an intersearch ﬁndings. The book describes how much colthat fail to account
national environment.
lege students learn over the course of four years.
for change trajectoAnd according to AcaHere are some excerpts:
ries in markets or
demically Adri3, lib• 45% of students demonstrated no signiﬁcant
technological trends
eral arts students
improvement in learning during the ﬁrst two years
are running the 100
improve their critical
of college.
yard dash on a 50
thinking abilities sig• 36% of students demonstrated no signiﬁcant
foot pier. Yet many
niﬁcantly more than
improvement in learning a3er four years of college.
of our education
business students. But
• Students who started at the 50th percentile of
critics seem to perhonestly, it is too
ability as freshmen barely shi3ed up to the 68the
form Parmenides’
much to ask that
percentile--when compared to freshmen who just
Fallacy on a daily
every student make
le3 high school.
basis.
that choice between
These are troubling ﬁndings. The authors and
So what about
learning high level abother critics of higher education have squarely laid
the apparent decline
stract thinking while
the blame on a lack of rigor. That means that we
in academic rigor?
also making the time
professors do not demand enough of students, and
I’d say rather that it
in a four-year prothe authors’ research work presents some convincis a sign of dimingram to learn the
ing evidence that students dri3 through college
ishing returns to edbasic hands on techdoing very li4le academic learning. They ﬁnd that
niques required to
students report spending only 12-14 hours per week ucation, and that is
a good thing. For
oversee people, restudying, nearly a third of students are in courses
sources, processes,
that demand less than 40 pages of reading per week, much of the past 70
years our country
and work in teams
and half don’t have to write more than 20 pages for
has rushed to put
while using advanced
a course in the entire semester. This mirrors other
more and more of
information technolresearch such as the American Time Use Survey by
ogy, understanding
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics that indicates that its populace
through educational
complex trade laws,
college students spend an average of 3.6 hours per
institutions. This
and learning complex
day in leisure and sports activities, but only 3.3
negotiating and barhours per day in educationally-related activities (in- happened to keep a
steady ﬂow of
gaining skillsets.
cluding class time).
What is needed is
But wait! There’s more! Academically Adri3 used skilled talent ﬂowa true hybrid solution,
a test that assessed critical and higher level thinking ing to the industries
that created prosone that doesn’t force
because those are the skills that a college education
perity for our counthe false choice beproposes to develop. Some critics have made a contween having a liberal
nection to our public primary and secondary educa- try. We have
succeeded so well
arts education and
tion debates. To wit, proponents of our current
that even the majorlearning the pragpublic education system argue that American stumatic skills required
dents have lower standardized test scores relative to ity with no bookwormish
to run a real-life orother countries, but only because in the United
inclinations have
States we teach critical thinking and other valuable
Dr. Gravier imparts his expertise upon his Global Supply ganization. One possithe opportunity to
ble solution might be
skills to our children.
Chain Class. (Kelsey Nowak)
learn, to the extent
found in countries like
However, the poor scores by students entering
that we are only just now approaching the point of
Austria. With any luck, in May, I will get to present
college fresh out of high school—in combination
diminishing returns for education.
a research paper jointly with Brian Kelly (Bryant
with substantial evidence that reading, writing and
The “low hanging fruit” of the rapid growth of
professor of mathematics) at the Upper Austria Unimath skills for entering freshmen have declined
incomes and societal beneﬁts from education over
versity of Applied Science. Many European univermarkedly in the past two decades—indicate that
the past 50 years is gone, but reports that compare
sities already went through the academic snobbery
perhaps society at large has lowered its standards.
our current state of education commit Parmenides’
we’re going through in the U.S. and they ended up
All this at a time when our economic future and
Fallacy because they ask the question: how to we
excluding business from most of the universities in
competitiveness are being a4acked by a tsunami of
compare based on the university requirements that
the last century. Now Austria teaches “applied scieager and hard working students from numerous
has suﬃced for the past 50 years? The real question
ences” in a special type of university that carefully
developing countries. What choice have we but to
they should ask is: given the likely trajectory of soci- selects which critical thinking skills are required of
send all of our students to the most advanced eduety’s needs ten or twenty years from now, should so
managers, salesmen, engineers, environmental scication possible? A3er all, increased educational opentists, and informaticians (among others), while
portunities coincided with our increasing prosperity many students go to college today?
A decline in academic rigor to accommodate the
also providing them time to learn how to put what
for most of a century.
portion of the population that is ambitious but not
they learn to use in a real life organization. The closAll this news makes me optimistic. Yes, you read
motivated by learning for learning’s sake seems to
est analogy that occurs to me is medical school—
that right. To begin with, at no time in human hisyou wouldn’t want a doctor who spent all
tory have so many countries elevated their
his time in a lab or classroom, no ma4er
standards of living so high that they com‘A decline in academic rigor to accommodate the portion how good his critical thinking was. A doctor
pete on education and advanced learning
rather than more basic measures such as
of the population that is ambitious but not motivated by has to leave oﬀ thinking at some point and
get his/her hands dirty; we know
growing enough food and controlling serilearning for learning’s sake seems to implicate the via- actually
instinctively that recognizing a multi-sympous disease. The world isn’t a perfect place,
bility of the structure of our educational system...’
tom disease in a population made up of biland food prices will likely rise in the near
lions of combinations of DNA requires
future, but in the long run, our prosperity is
learning by experience and seeing things
assured because we are competing by trade
implicate the viability of the structure of our educaﬁrst hand. Likewise, the complexity of human orinstead of by warfare; and we increasingly set aside
ganizations is what a4racted me (and many other
our swords in favor of our intellects and work ethic. tional system—shouldn’t we harness the ambition
of our go-ge4ers and provide them exactly the tools
professors) to social sciences in the ﬁrst place.
Just ask the Tunisians and Egyptians about the
they need to succeed? On the spectrum of jobs being
The world is big and messy, and applied sciences
power of shared information and the power of
such as business (a social science) require learning
being literate enough to take advantage of it. But de- very academic at one end and very hands on and
vocational at the other, we have a whole class of jobs by experience. In the parlance of science, real life is
spite having very accurate analysis and a rigorous
methodology, and despite the fact that their ﬁndings that lie somewhere in the middle. Incidentally, these an “open system” with no boundaries whereas
jobs are not nearly so prevalent in many rapidly demany traditional university studies are “closed sysare most likely correct, most reports like Academiveloping countries such as India and China—it is
tems” with boundaries. It is much easier to apply
cally Adri3 miss the boat entirely.
easy to get high test scores when you only send
rigor when you can control all the variables in a sysYou may ask: how can this be? If their ﬁndings
your best and brightest to school. Business requires
tem, whereas in an open system it becomes much
are correct, then where did the authors of Academia certain level of education and critical thinking. but more important to identify the most relevant varically Adri3 go wrong? Somewhere in my erudite
it also requires hands on skills with spreadsheets
ables so that you can apply resources where they
bookworming I learned about Parmenides’ Fallacy.
and information systems. Unfortunately, our educa- get the most bang for the buck.
Professor Philip Bobbi4 coined the term Partion system hasn’t innovated to keep pace, and our
Every student must learn both ways of thinking
menides’ Fallacy as something that “occurs when
students must choose between going to universities
to some degree, but especially for a student of “apone tries to assess a future state of aﬀairs by measthat a4empt to provide pedigreed and erudite curplied sciences” it becomes important to switch beuring it against the present, as opposed to comparricula, or going to very hands on technical schools.
tween these modes of thinking. In other words,
ing it to other possible futures.”
As one esteemed colleague phrased it, “We must
students can expect my courses in the future to
In business we think of Parmenides’ Fallacy
choose between creating thinkers or doers.” Only
focus more on hands on rigor for skills such as
when we consider an innovative company like
lately have I realized that this is a false choice. Both
spreadsheet analysis and optimization techniques
Apple—it would be foolish of Apple to expect to
options leave a whole class of jobs unserviced, and
(part of a “closed system” of techniques that I idenkeep increasing sales of the current generation of
having to learn obscure “ivory tower” skills with no tify as most useful)—but they can also expect to be
iPod technology for the next three years because
application in real-world organizations has driven
asked when these techniques should be used (part
Apple knows that in the future, consumer expectaof the “open system” of applying them in a realistic
tions and the technological frontier are both advanc- institutions like Bryant to exclude the pragmatic
hands on skills that business managers need to
situation). In other words, I will be trying to create
ing. Therefore Apple doesn’t project based on
bring food, energy, and clothing eﬃciently to our
doers who have some ability to think.

By Michael J. Gravier, PhD, CTL
Faculty Contributor

Assistant Editor positions available at The Archway
E-mail archway@bryant.edu
for inquiries

Who let the dogs out?
p a ge 8

By: Jackie Ammirato
Assistant Editor in Chief

Down 5-0 quickly, the
Bulldogs bounced back to win
their ﬁrst NEC game at home,
beating St. Francis (NY) 67-64
on January 8th. Senior Cecil
Gresham stepped up and had
a big game shooting 76.9 percent from the ﬂoor on his way
to scoring 24 points. Sophomore Vlad Kondratyev added
twelve points and ﬁve rebounds while senior Barry
Latham added ten points and
ﬁve rebounds.
As a team, the Bulldogs
shot 52.3 percent from the
ﬁeld and outrebounded the
Terriers 39-24. Still the Bulldogs found themselves down
64-62 with only forty-six seconds to play. Frankie Dobbs
missed the front-end of a one
and one but Gresham was
there to grab the oﬀensive
board and put the ball back
up to tie the game at 64.
On the ensuing possession,
St. Francis’s shot was oﬀ the
mark and Latham grabbed
the rebound. Dobbs took the
ball down the ﬂoor and
passed to freshman Corey
Maynard who was waiting in
the corner. With less than ﬁve
seconds to play, Maynard hit
the three to give the Bulldogs
the win, 67-64.
Just a few days a8er the
big win over St. Francis, the
Bulldogs traveled to preseason favorite Quinnipiac. The
Bulldogs had a tough time
early, scoring just three points
in the ﬁrst thirteen minutes.
At half time, they found
themselves down 36-15. But
the Bulldogs came out in the
second half ready to play and
went on a quick 13-2 run. Still,
the Bulldogs found themselves down by 23 with less
than four minutes to play.
Freshman Alex Francis led
the charge, leading all scorers
with twenty-two points on the

day. Frankie Dobbs and Corey
Maynard contributed ﬁ8een
and ten points respectively.
With less than two minutes to
play, Cecil Gresham hit a
three which put the Bulldogs
up 59-56, a lead they would
not relinquish. The win
marked the ﬁrst time Bryant
has had back-to-back victories
since the 2008-2009 season.
Two days later, the Bulldogs returned to Connecticut
to take on Sacred Heart, their
winning streak on the line.
The Bulldogs dominated the
contest for the majority of the
game. Frankie Dobbs led the
way with a career-high
twenty-two points. Alex Francis recorded his ﬁ8h doubledouble of the season adding
twelve points and eleven rebounds. Sophomore Raphael
Jordan added a season-best
ﬁ8een points and four rebounds in just nineteen minutes of play. The Bulldogs
picked up their third NEC
victory beating the Pioneers
72-59.
Feeling good a8er their
two victories in Connecticut,
the Bulldogs returned home
to take on Fairleigh Dickinson. The game was a close one
from the beginning with Fairleigh Dickinson leading 33-32
at hal8ime. A8er a nice 8-0
run, the Bulldogs found themselves up 64-56 with just over
four minutes to play.
But, Fairleigh Dickinson’s
Mike Sco9 went on a scoring
run of his own to even the
score at 67 with under a
minute to play. The Bulldogs
pulled ahead once again,
when Barry Latham found
Cecil Gresham on the wing
giving the Bulldogs a two
point lead. With just twentyfour seconds le8, Fairleigh
Dickinson’s Sco9 hit a three
and a foul shot to tie the score
at seventy-one. Only two and
a half seconds remained on
the clock when Frankie Dobbs
came oﬀ a screen and hit a

Courtesy of
MCTCampus.com

"Packers" and "Steelers." Spotlights, wiring and cables for
the hal8ime show starring the

The Men’s team is on a roll, winning five of their last seven games. (Kelsey Nowak)

three to give Bryant the win,
74-71.
Dobbs led the team scoring
nineteen of his career-high
twenty ﬁve points in the second half. Alex Francis and
Cecil Gresham added sixteen
and thirteen points respectively, with Latham ﬁnishing
with ﬁve rebounds and four
assists. The game marked the
second straight time the Bulldogs have shot be9er than
ﬁ8y percent from the ﬂoor,
this time shooting 54.9 percent.
A8er tough overtime losses
to Monmouth and Wagner,
the Bulldogs returned to action on January 29th taking on
NEC foe Mount St. Mary’s. In
one of their ﬁrst games with
school back in session, the
Bulldogs put on quite a show
for the packed home crowd of
1,119. The Bulldogs were behind for most of the game facing deﬁcits as large as
fourteen. But behind stars,
Alex Francis and Cecil Gresham, as well as key contributions from Ma9hew Lee and

Barry Latham, the Bulldogs
were able to stay in the game.
Lee, although he played
only ﬁ8een minutes, grabbed
two rebounds, had three assists and scored six points.
Latham, for his part, scored
only two points but had two
key assists and grabbed eight
rebounds. Gresham was the
only Bulldog to make a three
pointer, going three for six
from behind the arc. He also
grabbed nine rebounds and
went a perfect eight for eight
from the free throw line on
his way to twenty-one points.
Francis was the game’s leading scorer with twenty-ﬁve
points.
It was Francis who started
the excitement for the Bulldogs, making a lay-up as time
expired in the ﬁrst half.
Again it was Francis who led
the Bulldogs on a 14-2 run
with just ﬁve minutes to play.
At the two minute mark, the
Bulldogs were forced to inbound from the baseline with
one second remaining on the
shot clock, down 58-56. Fran-

of planning culminates with
the Pi9sburgh Steelers vs. the
Green Bay Packers in Super
Bowl XLV.
The NFL conﬁrmed Thursday what has been apparent
since the announcement that
fans in a Plaza Partyq area
outside Cowboys Stadium
would be included in the attendance: North Texas' ﬁrst
Super Bowl will be a recordse9er.
The Super Bowl a9endance record was set in 1980,
when 103,985 packed the Rose
Bowl.
NFL spokesman Brian McCarthy said the projected
105,000 ﬁgure includes about
95,000 tickets for fans in the
stands, roughly 5,000 in the
Plaza Party area outside and
another 5,000 staﬀ and media
members.
Bill McConnell, the NFL's
director of event operations,
said about 500 standing-room
tickets will also be sold, allowing fans to watch the
game from the platforms oﬀ
the end zone stairwells.
The Dallas Cowboys made
their allotment of Plaza Party
tickets available to seasonticket holders, who were re-

quired to buy four, at $200
each.
They have all sold, team
spokesman Bre9 Daniels said.
During a tour, McConnell
described the stadium as the
league's best and answered
"absolutely" when asked if he
thought North Texas would
get another Super Bowl.
He said crews are working
around the clock. "To make
everything work, we're taking
advantage of every hour of
the day, and as we get closer,
it will get more intense," McConnell said.
About 15,000 temporary
seats are being built, including on risers along the main
concourse. Some of the new
seats have an obstructed view
of the ﬁeld or of the massive
video board that hangs above
midﬁeld.
The NFL is still determining which obstructed-view
seats to sell, McConnell said.
The stadium is already in the
record books: for a9endance
at an NFL regular-season
game, at 105,121; and for basketball, with 108,713 at the
2010 NBA All-Star Game.

Record crowd expected at Super Bowl

Ground crews prepare Cowboys Stadium for Super Bowl
XLV in Arlington, Texas. (MCTCampus)
Three decks of temporary
seats rise high above both end
zones, obliterating all traces
of Jerry Jones' beloved standing-room areas.
The red, white and blue
NFL logo has replaced the
iconic blue star at midﬁeld,
and the end zones scream

Black Eyed Peas ring the Hall
of Fame level and hang from
the massive video board.
Cowboys Stadium is almost ready for company, and
it's a good thing, because a
record 105,000 visitors are expected Feb. 6 when four years
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cis caught a pass and was
fouled on his way up. He
made the ﬁrst free throw but
the second was oﬀ the mark.
Latham got the rebound
which set up a Gresham three
pu9ing the Bulldogs up by
two with under a minute to
play.
Mount St. Mary’s responded with a basket of their
own tying the score at 60 with
18 seconds le8. Frankie Dobbs
brought the ball up the court
but ran into traﬃc in the lane
and passed back out to Francis at the top of the key. With
just over a second le8, Francis
fought his way to the basket
and put up a shot as time expired. The ball bounced
around the rim several times
before falling in, giving the
Bulldogs the 62-60 victory.
Before the season, Coach
Tim O’Shea told me he expected this year’s team to be
more competitive and to see
more wins than last year’s 129 team, and it looks like he
was right. Let’s go Bulldogs.

Bryant
University
Intramural
Athlete of
the Week:
Sport: Basketball (All
Divisions) and Floor
Hockey

A new season of Bryant Intramural sports is upon us,
which means new oppurtunities to acheive greatness in the
form of being the next Intramural Athlete of the Week
here at Bryant.
See any prime time performances during any games? Did
you personally have yourself
a ballgame that you want to
gloat about? Feel free to send
any nominations (with game
statistics) to
archway@bryant.edu and let
the games begin.
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Top 10 ...
By Tom Hansen
Sports Editor

...Players to watch in the
Superbowl
10. James Harrison (PIT)

James Harrison proved to be a stalwart in the 3-4 defensive
scheme for Pittsburgh in his continuing role as a hybrid
DE/OLB, with 10.5 sacks and 100 tackles. The 2008 NFL Defensive Player of the Year continues to be able to generate a
solid pass rush with his combination of size and speed.
Look for Harrison to exploit an undersized Green Bay offensive line and get to the QB as he done before.

9. Mike Wallace (PIT)

Mike Wallace has had a break out year at wide out for the
Steelers with over 1,200 yards receiving and 10 touchdowns
during the regular season. Look for Wallace to create mismatches and find his way into the end zone before the
game’s end.

8. Tramon Williams (GB)

Unless you have been a diehard Cheesehead for the last
four years the name Tramon Williams held little resonance.
However,Williams has proven he is here to stay and a force
to be reckoned with, with 3 interceptions over the two playoff games including a defensive touchdown. Look for
Williams to cover several different receivers and create pressure on Aaron Rodgers in Sunday’s tilt.
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Archway readers can now find a trivia question somewhere in the sports section! The Archway fan who
calls in the correct answer to the ‘Archway on Air’
radio show, Thursdays at 6 pm, on WMJF 88.7, will
win a gift card!

Bryant’s Benne, named Choice Hotels NEC co-player of the week
Courtesy of
bryantbulldogs.com

A8er posting a pair of impressive performances over
the weekend, senior forward
Siamone Benne9 (Newburgh,
N.Y.) has been named the
Choice Hotels Northeast Conference Co-Player of the
Week, along with Sacred
Heart’s Maggie Cosgrove, announced by the league Tuesday a8ernoon.
Spearheading Bryant’s winning eﬀort in back-to-back
games, Benne9 turned in double-doubles against Mount St.

Mary’s and Wagner. Benne9’s
monster two-game sample
yielded an average of 20.5
points and 10.0 rebounds as
the Bulldogs evened their
NEC record at 5-5.
The senior scored a seasonhigh 24 points, accounting for
her third 20-point game of the
year, in a 79-76 overtime victory over the Mount. She
made 9 of 17 ﬁeld goal attempts, nailed 6 of 7 free
throws, and capped the home
win with a key three in overtime.
Benne9’s conventional
three-point play extended the
Bulldogs’ lead to 77-72 with

1:48 remaining in the extra
session.
Benne9 went for 17 points
and 10 rebounds to li8 Bryant
over Wagner two nights later.
The 6-foot-2 forward is the
second Bulldog ever to win
the Choice Hotels Player of
the Week award, joining the
likes of former all-NEC ﬁrst
team forward Kelsey O’Keefe
who captured the honor on
February 15, 2010.
The New York native and
her team return to conference
action on Saturday, Feb. 5
when they visit Saint Francis
(PA) at noon.

7. James Starks (GB)

With the induction of James Starks, the offense has gone
through a renaissance which has provided for a more balanced offensive attack and a collective chill down the spines
of opposing defensive coordinators as a result. Watch for
#44 to have an impact on the outcome of Sunday’s matchup.

6. Charles Woodson (GB)

Taking home last year’s Defensive Player of the Year honors,
Woodson is the anchor of Green Bay’s defensive secondary.
Finishing the regular season with 76 solo tackles and 2 sacks
Woodson is as versatile a defensive player as there is in the
NFL. Woodson should be able to sift through the pressures
that players face when competing for the Lombardi Trophy.

5. Ben Rothelisberger (PIT)

Despite being the center of off-field controversy in the offseason and a resulting four game suspension Rothelisberger
was still able to throw for seventeen touchdowns and only
five interceptions. Big Ben has recently drawn comparisons
to the likes of Tom Brady given his playoff record and performances in his career and the continuance of this argument depends largely upon his performance come Sunday.

4. Greg Jennings (GB)

Any time the conversation of “Who is the top wide receiver
in the NFL?” comes about there are few and far between
that would have Greg Jennings outside of the chatter. Having another top-flight season for the Packers Jennings
hauled in 76 receptions including 12 touchdowns. Jennings
will no doubt be the center of attention for the Pittsburgh
defense this Sunday, but given the fact that he is still Aaron
Rodgers favorite target it is certain Jennings will get his
chances to excel on Super Bowl Sunday.

3. Clay Matthews (GB)

With the Matthews family coming into the spotlight as one
of the “Royal Families of Football” there has been a plethora
of attention put on the second year linebacker out of Southern Cal. However, Matthews has taken the attention in
stride and has continued to be a nightmare for quarterbacks
with 13.5 sacks. It is almost certain that Matthews will find
his way into the offensive backfield on Sunday.

2. Troy Polamalu (PIT)

A talent unlike any other in the league, Troy Polamalu has
been as influential of a player in the NFL as any other since
he was drafted in 2003. His rare combination of talent,
tenacity, and football IQ have allowed him to excel in both
pass and rush defense and he has made countless big plays
for the Steelers. If there is a big play that needs to be made
late in the game for Pittsburgh, look for number 43 to make
it.

1. Aaron Rodgers (GB)

Without question the biggest factor in Sunday’s matchup is
the franchise quarterback for Green Bay. With 28 touchdowns and 11 interceptions in the regular season and 8 total
touchdowns in the playoffs thus far, Rodgers is the major
reason that Green Bay has a chance to compete for the
league crown on Super Bowl Sunday. If Rodgers’ championship Belt-toting touchdown celebration is an indication of
what he expects to receive at the end of the season then look
for him to do great things on Sunday.

Senior Siamone Bennett earned NEC Co-Player of the Week honors after leading the Bulldogs to back-to-back wins. (Bryant Athletics)

Women’s swimming competes at Dartmouth Invitational
Courtesy of
bryantbulldogs.com

The Bryant University
women’s swim team received
strong performances from
several swimmers, but the
squad was not able to over the
opposition, as the Bulldogs
ﬁnished ﬁ8h at the Dartmouth Invitational Saturday
a8ernoon.
Head-to-head, the Black
and Gold fell to Dartmouth,
266.00-58.00, Boston College,

218.00-106.00, Maine, 192.00132.00, and UMass, 249.0069.00.
Dartmouth took the top
spot, garnering 1,165.50 between both the diving and
swimming competitions.
UMass, Boston College, and
Maine ﬁnished second
through fourth respectively,
while Bryant rounded out the
ﬁve-team ﬁeld with 290 total
points.
Sophomore Casey Ostrander (Yarmouthport, Mass.)
paced the Bulldogs with two
top-ﬁve ﬁnishes. The Massa-

chuse9s native took third in
the 50-yard freestyle with a
time of 24.52 and took third in
the 100-yard freestyle with a
time of 53.20.
The Black and Gold also
earned the top spot in the 100yard freestyle, as freshman
Taylor DeBever (Denver,
Colo.) paced the ﬁeld with her
52.91 time.
The Bulldogs travel to
Holy Cross on Feb. 5 before
heading to the Northeast Conference Championships Feb.
17-18.

TRIVIA QUESTION:
What was the last professional golf tournament that Tiger Woods won?

For a Full Sports Schedule
Check Out
BryantBulldogs.com

STUDENTS. s “What fac
t af f m
ul ty o
SPEAK.
ma k e e mb er w r
the b
ou l d
e
s
B
OUT.
o w l c t Sup er
oa
“Professor Saraoglu because
he is so enthusiastic, passionate, loud, and fun!”
-Nastazia Coirin ‘13

“Ken Sousa because he
knows how to run a
team”
-Greg Cop ‘14

c h ?”

“Joseph Shanaan because he
knows the best allocation of
oﬀense and defense”

“Adam Rubin because
he is THE MAN.”

-Nathan Proch ‘14

-Joe Flaherty‘14

To be featured,
be in South
at 7pm on
Wednesdays!
“Professor Deluga because he
is crazy fun, always loud, and
always has a smile on his
face.”
-Danielle Santorl ‘14

“Professor Trunzo because
he is ﬁesty and tells it how it
is”
-Madison Tomlinson ‘14

“Professor Kozikowski because Dr. K is a wonderful
person, has a strong drive
for success, and he throws
chalk at the board!”
- Keegan Burke ‘14

“Srdan Zdrajkovich because
he is tactically adept”
-Adam Doile ‘12

“RD Vince because he is very
strict and disciplined”
-Tim Figueredo ‘12

Photographs and design by: Kelsey Nowak, Photo Editor
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My 2011
Resolution:

DO
MORE
YOGA

Salmo-licious!

For this fourth-year Salmonson veteran, the changes to the
dining hall have not disappointed.

By Kelsey DiCarlo
Staff Writer

My New Year’s Resolution
started out as a “Winter Break
Resolution”. This fall was my
ﬁrst semester at Bryant, and
already I had realized that
going to the gym isn’t my favorite thing. It’s not that I
don’t like working out or that
I think the gym is inadequate,
it’s just that I don’t like to play
around with all of the workout machines. I am more of a
DIY athlete, I ran track and
cross country in high school
and got used to the individuality of exercising using your
body, not machines. Not that I
have anything against the machines, but it’s my personal
preference not to use them.
So, over winter break, I decided to ﬁnd other exercises
that I could do on my own
other than my traditional
runs, ab workouts, and occasional free weights. What I
decided to undertake was
yoga.
I ﬁrst tried yoga when I
was in middle school. While
it’s deﬁnitely not as hardcore
as a ﬁve mile run or inﬁnite
pushups, it does make me feel
calmer and stretched out. I
started oﬀ by doing some
poses I remembered, like Triangle, Down Dog, and Tree
pose. Then I started learning
new poses from my sister’s
Wii Fitness Coach. I would
wake up four or ﬁve mornings a week to do an hour of
yoga. I was hooked.
My family noticed my new
craze. To keep my interest
going, I received several yogarelated Christmas gi8s, from
DVDs to illustrated pose
books to my very own yoga
mat. I brought some of these
with me to Bryant and can use
them without even leaving
my room! That’s another great
perk about yoga, I can do it
wherever, whenever, and
wearing pre9y much anything. I don’t have to get
changed and go out in the
cold to walk to the gym or to
run on the ice. I can just unroll my mat or the throw
blanket I was using before I
got the mat, and pose away.
By the time New Year’s
rolled around, I was totally
certain that continuing yoga
was my year long goal for
2011. While I hope to get out
and run and do other activities as the weather gets
warmer, I like having something I can do no ma9er if the
temperature outside is negative 4 degrees or less. Also,
Bryant is oﬀering “Meditation
in Motion” on Thursdays this
semester starting February
3rd at 3:30 in the Interfaith
Center. I’ve already registered
to go to the sessions, and I
hope others decide to give
yoga a try. Besides, I could
use a yoga buddy to watch
over my resolution!
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By Jessica Komoroski
Editor-in-Chief

At the beginning of the
Fall semester, the dining hall
faithful came back to be pleasantly surprised. Since September, new additions have been
hi9ing the dining hall and, as
a daily visitor, I have been
continually impressed.
New tableware and new
(bigger!) cups at Salmonson,
Bryant’s main dining hall,
caught our a9ention ﬁrst. The
cups were probably my favorite addition of all, because
I will ﬁnally be able to properly quench my thirst with
just ONE cup, rather than two
or three. For those freshmen

who never knew what has
come to be known as “old
Salmo,” the old cups are now
utilized near the hydration
station (about half the size of
the new ones).
And how about that hydration station?! Fancy carafes
ﬁlled with fruit, vegetable,
and herb-infused water?! I
have dabbled in a few of these
options, my favorite being the
cucumber water and the orange-rosemary water. There is
no doubt that this is a unique
addition to our typical dining
experience, and beyond that
these new water options give
diners a tasty but healthy option beyond soda and juice.
If you ask me, many of the
changes to Salmonson were
intentionally aligned with the
Healthy You and Balanced
Way initiatives: Healthy U,
run through health services,
and Balanced Way, a feature
from our campus catering
company Sodexo, are ultimately programs that allow
students to be more intentional about living a healthy
lifestyle on a college campus.

(Learn more about Healthy
You at Bryant U at
Bryant.edu/healthservices,
and more about Balanced
Way at sodexousa.com)
The soup station has also
found itself being a new favorite. Every day, there is a
basket of fresh breads waiting
to be dipped into your favorite bowl of clam chowder
or broccoli cheddar. And it
doesn’t stop there. Every day
there is also some option of
specialty bu9ers (ie. Honey
bu9er, tarragon bu9er, sage
bu9er, etc.). These are like
something you’d see at a
restaurant, and they really
spice up a simple piece of
bread.
I ﬁnd myself writing this
article, however, not because
of these everyday changes,
but rather because of the daily
“specials” that are not ALWAYS there. On Monday, January 31, the (new) wrap and
salad station at lunch featured
an Asian Chicken Salad. This
was so delicious I got a second plate of it! It was simply a
mixture of le9uce, peas, cel-

his past, the more I realized
what a horrible person he actually is. He has not one but
ﬁve kids. FIVE! A real man
would have put down the
bo9le, or in his case a crack
pipe, and put the child’s
needs before his own.
Five kids weren’t enough
to get him to overcome his addiction. He is truly a selﬁsh
and pathetic individual. His
daughter said that he used to
drink"at least a bo9le of Grey
Goose". He doesn’t even have
the decency to be ashamed of
and hide his illness. Frankly I
do not blame his mother for
disowning him. Then again
she is also to blame for giving
up on him.
I hope he does stay sober
and goes on to be successful.
But Iwill not be surprised in
the least to learn that he has
fallen back into old habits.

(MCT Campus)

ta9ers; its early successes
have prompted both new
competition and new controls
on leaks.
As WikiLeaks' founder, the
mercurial cyber-militant Julian Assange, faces criminal
investigations in Sweden and
the United States, some of his
lieutenants _ alienated by Assange's domineering ways _
have split to form a new, competing leak depository called
"OpenLeaks." Even more
threatening, the New York
Times is considering a plan to
cut out the middleman by
opening an electronic leak
channel of its own. "The aim
would be to facilitate tips and
information from sources
who are afraid to directly approach a reporter," the Times'
editor, Bill Keller, told me via
e-mail.
Meanwhile, the U.S. government has taken steps to
prevent others from doing

what a soldier based in Iraq,
Pfc. Bradley Manning, allegedly did for WikiLeaks,
downloading secret cables
onto compact disks and spiriting them away. "Bradley Manning could not do today what
he did a year ago," an oﬃcial
said.
Leaks will continue with or
without WikiLeaks, but that's
nothing new. As John Adams,
America's second president,
lamented: 'How can a government go on, publishing all of
their negotiations with foreign nations, I know not."
The question is, now that
we've survived WikiLeaks,
what have we learned?
The WikiLeaks documents
contained few blockbusters.
These were not the Pentagon
Papers. What they primarily
showed was that American
diplomats told the truth most
of the time, that their perceptions of foreign leaders were

ery, chicken, cucumbers,
Asian crispy noodles, and a
teriyaki dressing. It was a
great lunch, paired with Pasta
E Fagioli soup. This wasn’t
the ﬁrst time I was extremely
satisﬁed with Salmo lunch. I
remember at the end of last
semester, Sodexo featured a
guest chef who whipped up a
wonderful Salmon and Arugala salad. It had almonds,
mixed greens, fresh grilled
Salmon, the works. And the
wraps, which change from
day to day, ﬁll in the holes
that aren’t satisﬁed at the deli
counter. Some of my favorite
wraps have been the Pastrami
wrap and the Chicken Club
wrap.
Overall, I have to say
“Hats Oﬀ” to Sodexo this
year. Their additions have really made it easier to ﬁnd variety in the dining hall (and,
eating there every meal for 4
years, the variety is much
welcome). While there are still
some dinners that we need to
ask “What were they thinking?” I’d say that Salmo has
go9en a great faceli8.

Ted Williams: Far from golden
By Dylan Ford
Opinion Editor

Over winter break America fell in love with Ted
Williams aka “The man with
the golden voice.” A man
who worked for a local news
station in Columbus, Ohio
recorded him and it instantly
became an internet sensation.
In less than 48 hours there
were over 13 million views.
Job oﬀers started pouring
in and America fell in love.
He made appearances on several major shows like The
Morning Show and Dr. Phil.
He comes across as a very
sincere and likeable person,
always has a smile on his face
and seems very happy to be
where he is at now in life
thanks to that video.
The more he talked about

WikiLeaks unplugged
MCT Campus

Is the era of WikiLeaks over?
It's been less than a year since
the underground organization made its ﬁrst big splash
with the release of thousands
of U.S. military ﬁles from
Afghanistan. And it's been
only two months since WikiLeaks began releasing documents from its trove of
251,287 U.S. diplomatic cables.
But with fewer than 3,000
cables released, the newspapers that were given access to
the database have found that
it has already reached the
point of diminishing returns.
Journalists working on the
project say they (naturally)
published the most interesting stuﬀ ﬁrst; what remains,
apparently, is mostly a vast
collection of diplomatic trivia.
And what of WikiLeaks itself? The organization is in

more acerbic and interesting
than anyone knew, and that
many of them are quite good
writers.
We learned that it's a nasty
world out there. We learned
that Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi may be making money from private
business deals with Russian
Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin. We learned that Arab
leaders are desperately afraid
of the growing power of Iran,
just as U.S. oﬃcials have been
claiming for years. We
learned that China's government employs thousands of
computer hackers to try to
read everyone else's e-mails.
We also learned that we still
need journalists to decipher
what raw information means.
It's telling that even Assange,
no fan of traditional institu-

See ‘WikiLeaks’ on
Page 12

Health care, one more time
page 12

MCT Campus

On the most important domestic issues of the day, our
two political parties don't
merely lay out competing arguments; they inhabit alternative realities.
The chasm was apparent
over the last few days as the
House of Representatives
churned relentlessly toward
its vote to repeal President
Obama's health-care law. The
two-day debate, carried out in
a marathon series of twominute speeches, remained
civil. But it was clear that civility alone won't lead to consensus.
To listen to Republicans,
the health-care law will destroy as many as 1.6 million
jobs; to hear Democrats, it will
create jobs.
Republicans say the law
will bust the national budget
and deepen the federal deﬁcit;
Democrats say the law will reduce the deﬁcit by $230 billion over the next 10 years
and even more a8er that.
As usual, of course, the facts
are more complicated than either side acknowledges.
Will the law kill jobs? In
raising insurance costs for
some businesses, it could
deter some hiring. But by
making health coverage
portable, the law should also
make the economy more eﬃcient and so promote job creation in the long run.

Will the law deepen the
deﬁcit or reduce it? That depends on whether Congress is
brave enough to enforce cost
controls on Medicare and
Medicaid in the future, action
that could mean lower payments to physicians and
healthcare providers and restrictions on available treatments.
Unfortunately, as is usual
in ﬂoor debates, the discussion didn't get into the nuances of these real-world
dilemmas. Instead, members
on each side spent their allotted time reinforcing their parties' incompatible
worldviews.
To Republicans, the law
will "fundamentally change
the doctor-patient relationship," freshman Rep. Ben
Quayle, R-Ariz., son of former
Vice President Dan Quayle,
asserted in his maiden outing
on the House ﬂoor _ though
given his two-minute limit, he
didn't spell out exactly how.
To Democrats, the law "is a
moral imperative. ... We are
our brothers' keepers," said
Rep. Christopher Murphy, DConn.
What the House was doing
this week, of course, wasn't
really legislation; it was politics. The new Republican
leaders of the House know
that the Senate, still in Democratic hands, isn't going to
give repeal a chance to get to
the ﬂoor, much less pass. In-

stead, this was merely the
opening round in a long re-litigation of the health-care debate that dominated the last
Congress.
That's why the Republicans
relied on what they see as
their strongest argument: the
fear that extending health insurance to more of the uninsured will be too costly for
small businesses and taxpayers. And that's why the Democrats relied on theirs: the
voter-pleasing consumer protections that the law enacted.
To listen to the Democrats,

Will the law deepen the
deficit or reduce it?
That depends on
whether Congress is
brave enough to enforce
cost controls on
Medicare and Medicaid
in the future

you'd think the cornerstone of
the law was the clause that
lets children stay on their parents' insurance policies until
they're 26.
On both sides, the goal isn't to
design a new health-care system but to create new political
facts. The Democrats want a
chance to resell a law they
sold poorly the ﬁrst time
around, and to create new

vested interests around provisions that block insurance
companies from denying coverage to customers with preexisting conditions. The
Republicans want to impede
implementation of the new
law (by blocking funding of
its main provisions, among
other means) long enough to
win a majority in the Senate
and perhaps even the White
House in 2012 _ their best
hope for really repealing the
law.
Public sentiment is still up for
grabs. Several Republican
members of Congress called
the law "wildly unpopular"
this week, but they're wrong.
Some news reports have said
the public is "evenly split" on
the issue, but they're wrong
too. An even 50 percent of the
public told pollsters for ABC
News last week that they
favor repealing the bill, but
that included 13 percent who
want it repealed because they
don't think it goes far enough.
The poll showed that partisan
voters, like their members of
Congress, live in two parallel
worlds: Most Republicans say
they think the law will destroy jobs; most Democrats
think the opposite.
But feelings about some parts
of the law actually cross party
lines. Most people like the
provisions that protect patients from insurance companies, but they don't like the
individual mandate that re-
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quires people to buy insurance whether they want it or
not. And most people worry
about cost.
That's why Republican leader
Eric Cantor, R-Va., one of the
ﬁercest opponents of the
health-care law, spent time
promising that his party
wouldn't merely repeal the
Obama bill but would also
produce new bills of its own
to guarantee the new rights
that patients already hold
dear.
"Republicans care about
health care," Cantor told reporters Tuesday, sounding almost plaintive.
When his lieutenants get to
work this spring on their own
ideas for health-care reform _
proposals Cantor promised
will protect patients, give
more people access to insurance, lower costs and reduce
the deﬁcit _ the debate will
turn interesting again. Then,
in the commi9ees of the
House, we'll get a chance to
hear reasoned arguments on
what the true costs of the new
law will be, and whether insurance can be expanded
without imposing that unpopular individual mandate.
But we'll have to wait. Reasoned arguments on those issues weren't on the agenda in
this week's ﬂoor show in the
House of Representatives.

WikiLeaks
Continued from page 12

tions, felt a need to turn to old-fashioned newspapers and magazines to make sense of all those cables.
Even then, hasty journalism produced some stories that were
incomplete. One of the biggest apparent scoops was a report
that Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton had sent a cable
ordering U.S. diplomats at the United Nations to spy on their
foreign counterparts and even collect samples of their DNA
(exactly how was le8 to the reader's imagination). But oﬃcials
later explained that Clinton hadn't wri9en that cable (it bore
her signature as a formality) and that it was the kind of annual
"wish list" from the CIA that most diplomats _ the sensible
ones _ routinely ignore.
And we learned that some leaks can be dangerous. The
Guardian published an article based on cables reporting that
Zimbabwe's prime minister, Morgan Tsvangirai, had privately
urged Western governments to maintain their economic sanctions against the regime of President Robert Mugabe. Zimbabwe's a9orney general promptly announced that he would
use the report as the basis of a treason investigation.
U.S. oﬃcials say they assume, but don't know for sure, that
"technologically astute intelligence services" like China's have
penetrated the WikiLeaks database (which is in the hands of
ﬁve newspapers as well as the parent organization). As a result,
the U.S. government has contacted hundreds of people named
in the cables to warn them that they could be exposed. "No
one's been killed, but I don't think that's the right standard to
apply," a U.S. oﬃcial said. "There are people we have helped to
move to safe places."
But then, some of the cables may have had positive results
too. In Tunisia, human rights activists have said they were bolstered by WikiLeaks cables that showed that the U.S. government didn't love President Zine el Abidine ben Ali _ although
the claim that WikiLeaks played a major role in touching oﬀ
that revolution has been vastly overblown. And U.S. oﬃcials
have said privately that the WikiLeaks cables on Iran have
helped impress the Tehran regime with how widespread foreign opposition is to its program to enrich uranium that could
be used for nuclear weapons.
The long-term problem every government faces in keeping
secrets isn't WikiLeaks; it's the information technology that
makes communication easier but makes leaking easier too.
The wisest words on this subject remain those oﬀered by
Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates last year. In sum, he said:
Get used to it.
"Every other government in the world knows the United States
government leaks like a sieve, and it has for a long time," Gates
said.
"Is this embarrassing? Yes. Is it awkward? Yes. Consequences for U.S. foreign policy? I think fairly modest."

The Opinion pages of The Archway feature
the opinions of the identified columnists and
writers, which are not
necessarily those of
the newspaper or Br yant University.
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The snowiest winter ever
By Dylan Ford
Opinion Editor

Every week this January
there has been an intense
snow storm, and I am completely fed up with it.
I have already lost count of
the number of classes that
have been canceled this semester. Some weren’t for
snow though.
Traﬃc is incredibly slow
during this harsh weather, yet
when the roads are open people still drive like the world
revolves around them. They
think they can still drive like a
maniac, and they seem to believe that they don’t put themselves or anyone else at risk

by doing so.
This snow is making everything worse. Even when
snow cancels class because it
is dangerous to drive in I still
have to get up early and commute to campus to open the
gym in the morning.
It has also ruined my car
further than it already was.
My car used to have some
minor front bumper damage,
but the snow ripped it oﬀ
which I had to ﬁx myself. If
you see the hideous Camry
with the bungee cord across
the hood, that is mine. Without it the le8 part of my
bumper would fall and drag
along the ground.
As if that wasn’t bad

enough, my driver’s side door
has no handle. One morning
the door was frozen to the
body of the car so when I
went to open it the handle
ripped right oﬀ. It makes getting into my car quite aggravating.
I am fed up with the snow.
It must stop immediately. I
encourage all who read this to
go out and buy large amounts
of aerosol cans and go nuts.
I never thought I would
say it but I would rather be in
class than have more snow. I
hate the snow.
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Compiled by Dyland Ford

First epic fail goes to a student in the 17 lot who thought
that simply warming his car up would be nough to clear
the one and a half foot wall of snow behind the car. A8er
a while he even had a friend push, while he ﬂoored it in
reverse. It was very entertaining to watch.
Then there was the second epic fail, when I went to
Lowe’s only to ﬁnd they were out of snow shovels.

Bryant Said What!?

“Are there cat years?”

Compiled by Bryant Students

“It’s too cold for ice cream! Oh, but it’s Hot Fudge
Sundae Sunday. That’ll warm us up - you want ice
cream?”
“This stuﬀ is so good, it’ll get you knocked up”
“You’re nothin’ but a pinhead“

Person 1: “I’ve always wanted to go to a Civil War
Reenactment.”
Person 2: “ME TOO!!”
Person 1: “Can you...Google something like that?”

Proﬁt and Loss

E-mail funny quotes to dford1@bryant.edu

Let it Snow!
The constant snow storms are annoying
enough. But what makes it worse is that
Bryant does not have its own snow removal
equipment.
Kudos...
Bryant found a company to hire to help its efforts it the war on snow.

Grounds crew starts cleaning up during the storm on Tuesday. (Kelsey Nowak)

Le.er to the Editor

Dear Editor,

A young mother was
stabbed repeatedly, strangled,
and her head was pummeled…in our community. A
middle-age wife was stabbed,
covered by a cloth and le8 for
dead, and then robbed by her
husband…in our community.
A jealous boyfriend shot his
ex-girlfriend…in our community. An obsessed acquaintance strangled a 22-year old
girl and locked the body inside her bedroom…in our
community.
We never believe in gruesome reality when it resides
next door to us. Those sorts of
tragedies only occur in ﬁlms;
they aren’t a part of our daily
lives, and they aren’t a part of
us or our community, right?
Silence is key. Avoidance is
golden. And murder continues…
Men, are we willing to accept this reality? Our wives,
mothers, daughters, sisters,
cousins, friends, and aunts are
being brutalized, and we’ve
got nothing to say or do about
it? Many of us think, “If it was
someone close to me, I wouldn’t allow it to happen.” Guess
what? As long as domestic violence exists in our community; as long as we’re

bombarded with news of
murders; as long as we participate as passive opponents of
violence against intimate partners; we are complicit in the
continuation of domestic violence around us. We have allowed it to happen. And if it
does eventually aﬀect someone who is close to us, we
may never have the opportunity to stave oﬀ tragedy; it
could be too late.
It’s important to note that it
ain’t easy to talk about this
subject as men. No guy wants
his masculinity or sexuality
questioned; no man wants to
be called a “traitor” to his
gender by aligning himself
with the “women’s side” of
the issue. But as Martin
Luther King Jr. said, “He who
passively accepts evil is as
much involved in it as he who
helps to perpetrate it. He who
accepts evil without protesting against it is really cooperating with it.” Domestic
violence is evil. Even if it’s
going to be hard, we must
take a stand against it.
So how can we do the right
thing? First things ﬁrst: Speak
out! Call it as you see it, and if
you ever come to witness anything that’s even remotely related to violence against an
intimate partner (be it physi-

cal, sexual, emotional, or verbal), it is within your rights to
challenge it. Second, you can
put your best foot forward
and join an organization designed to engage men for domestic violence prevention.
The Men’s Initiative at the
Women’s Center of Rhode Island is the perfect opportunity for you to participate as
an active opponent of domestic violence. You can be a part
of ge9ing the word out that
violence against intimate partners can only lead to more
devastation.
If there is ever an occasion
where the phrase “be a man”
is appropriate, it’s right now.
Take the Initiative. End this
senseless violence, right now,
and start…in our community.
For more information on
The Men’s Initiative, please
contact Kenneth Bryant Jr. at
kbryant@womenscenterri.org
or 401.861.2761 ext. 126.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Bryant Jr.
Men's Initiative Coordinator
Women's Center of Rhode
Island
401.861.2761 x126
www.womenscenterri.org/
community

Do you have a response to an article you read? Commentary on a campus
issue or situation?
Write a
Letter to the Editor!
Log on to the website
www.BryantArchway.com
or e-mail archway@bryant.edu

This shouldn’t happen
Dinner time at salmo is ridiculous. There are
never any open tables. You have to ﬁnd some
one who is ge9ing ready to leave and reserve
their table for when they ﬁnish.
Gym Madness
There is currently an inﬁnite amount of people
in the gym between the hours of noon and
seven. To the point there is a long line for any
type of machine. Why? Two reasons: Spring
Break and New Years Resolutions.
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The 5 best and worst
movies of 2010
p a ge 1 4

The Worst:

Joseph Gordon-Levitt in Inception ( MCT Campus)
2.) The Town
By Coburn Childs
This Boston-set actionStaﬀ Writer
drama is an excellent character study of those from the
“wrong side of the tracks.”
Telling the story of a bank
Hello, and welcome to a
robber who cannot seem to
new semester – it’s 2011!
escape his life of crime—no
While we are already a month matter how much he wants to
into the New Year, the box of- or how hard he tries—The
fice is still bringing in a hefty
Town succeeds on every level,
amount of receipts from films from storytelling to acting to
released in 2010. You may or
cinematography.
may not have seen some of
Most impressively, the film
the popular Oscar contenders manages to immerse the
such as Black Swan, The King’s viewer entirely into the culSpeech, and The Fighter, but
ture and make him or her bethey are definitely still going
lieve whole-heartedly in the
strong. But are they the
trials its characters face. And
movies truly worth your time
did I mention the breathtakand money? To kick off the
ing climax of the movie, set at
new semester, I am bringing
Fenway Park? It all works
you my five best—and five
perfectly, thanks to the fantasworst—movies of last year. Sit tic script and powerful enback, relax, grab some popsemble cast.
corn, and enjoy the following
films:
3.) 127 Hours
You probably know the
The Best:
real-life story of hiker Aron
Ralston, the adventurer who
1. )Inception
became literally stuck beOkay, okay, so it’s a pretween a rock and a hard place
dictable choice, because it
while on a routine hike in
seems to be everyone’s faUtah and had to go to despervorite movie this year. But it’s
ate and unthinkable measures
that good! Do I really need to
to free himself.
explain the premise of this
Yet director Danny Boyle
movie? Expertly acted, full of
(Slumdog Millionaire) has
breathtaking action, and more managed to go far beyond
intelligent than any summer
what you’ve seen on National
movie has the right to be, it
Geographic as he fashions a
will leave you talking long
film incredibly full of depth,
after it is over.
nuance, and heart that rides
For those of you who
solely on James Franco’s
haven’t seen it, get out from
Oscar-nominated performunder your rock and take a
ance. It is a fascinating and
couple hours to let this sci-fi
utterly captivating journey
mind bender work its magic
that takes the audience right
on you. For those of you who
into Ralston’s world, experihave seen it, have you come
encing his horror, depression,
up with a conclusion based
remorse, pain, and ultimate
on the haunting and
triumph.
“dreamy” ending? Side note:
Christopher Nolan was seri4.) Kick-Ass
ously snubbed by the AcadWhile this may seem like
emy in not getting a Best
an unlikely choice for this list,
Director Oscar nod.
I can assure you it has every

Did you know?

1.) The Last Airbender
I cannot even comprehend
the awfulness of this film.
You know when you sit
through a movie where you
start to say “this is so bad that
it’s good”? Well, this is not
that movie – this is so bad
that it’s nowhere near good,
it’s just really bad.
Horrific acting, bad visual
effects, and a paper-thin
script with utterly laughablebut-trying-to-be-serious dialogue are all reasons to avoid
this M. Night Shyamalan
stink-fest. It cannot get any
worse. Oh, did I mention that
it’s in 3-D? Yeah, it just got
worse.

right to be here! Telling the
story of a geeky kid who decides to put on a superhero
costume and fight crime,
Kick-Ass pulls no punches
whatsoever: it’s a complete
mash-up of raunchy humor,
bloody violence, over-the-top
sequences, and underdog
charm.
Best of all, repeat viewings
get better, and you start to realize that, at its heart, the film
is a loving spoof of the superhero genre in the form of a
genuinely hilarious and uplifting story. And that makes
all the other stuff even more
unexpected, but completely
welcome.

5.) Toy Story 3
How can I not conclude
this list with one of the best
animated movies in years?
Toy Story 3 is the absolute
best of everything that we
have come to expect from
Pixar: adorable humor, heartfelt emotion, dazzling animation, and fantastic writing, all
mixed together with so much
love that it’s impossible to not
get the warm-and-fuzzies.
This film embodies a complete childhood state of innocence, while still dealing with
themes such as love, loss,
growing up, and moving on.
It’s a movie that I, along with
audiences of all ages, could
just sit back and watch again
and again.

I also want to give shoutouts to some other great
movies: The Social Network,
The Crazies, RED, Easy A,
and How to Train Your
Dragon were all real crowdpleasers that were fantastic
and very well-made. Check
those out! On the other hand,
Hollywood also has a habit of
churning out some real
stinkers. Among them:

2.) When in Rome
To tell you the truth, I cannot even remember what this
movie was about entirely. All
I know is that Kristen Bell got
involved in some unwanted
love triangle thanks to some
magic spell or something, and
a bunch of idiots played by
the likes of Jon Heder, Will
Arnett, and Danny DeVito
tried to woo her with unfunny jokes. Bottom line: a
clichéd romantic comedy that
is ultra-cheesy and agonizing
to sit through.
3.) The A-Team
A reboot of the 80’s TV
show of the same name, this
clunky action film is nauseating and just plain irritating.
Full of incomprehensible action, poor acting, and a very
out-of-place Liam Neeson, it
runs about 90 minutes too
long – and that’s most of the
movie. The opening few minutes are fine and show prom-
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ise, but it quickly devolves
into mindless popcorn drivel
that lacks anything resembling a storyline.

4.) A Nightmare on Elm Street
Just like the previous reboot on this list, Nightmare
starts off with promise. But
what is set up as a horrific
and well crafted thriller ends
up bringing absolutely nothing new to what we already
know about the legendary
Freddy Krueger. The visuals
are more stylish and the cast
is more hip, but this film is ultimately as lifeless as most of
its protagonists end up.
5.) Valentine’s Day
Some thoughts about this
flick: a complete waste of
time; the A-list cast certainly
brings no A-game; a clichéd
film with about a dozen too
many storylines. I am having
trouble thinking of any other
things to say about this
movie, so I will write a love
note:
Roses are red,
Violets are blue,
Candy is sweet,
Valentine’s Day is sour.

Spare yourself – don’t
watch these movies. Also,
avoid anything this year that
starred Katherine Heigl
(Killers, Life as We Know It)
or Robert Pattinson (Twilight:
Eclipse, Remember Me).
Don’t say you weren’t
warned. Well, that’s all for
now. Be sure to pick up the
Archway next week for another edition of “5 Best.”
Until next time, cheers!

M . Night Shyamalan, The Last Airbender, (MCT Campus)

Any movie, concert, restaurant or book review is elidgible for a reimbursement!

E-mail archway@bryant.edu
For our Reimbursement Policy

A bunch of
women
screaming
fe b r u a r y 4 , 2 0 1 1

The Tourist worth
traveling to see

By Jon De Costa
Staﬀ Writer

video games, such as Grand
The6 Auto, were partially responsible for the murderous
actions of several young men.
"It's violent. It's revolting.
Ultimately, he was unsucIt's everything you love in a
cessful and courts have congame. Your mom's gonna hate sistently maintained that
it."
video games are protected by
So says an advertisement
the 1st amendment; however,
for the new Dead Space 2
Thompson is important for
video game, a part of the
bringing video game violence
"Your Mom Hates Dead Space to the forefront of national
2" promotional campaign. The news.
premise is simple: take 200
All the media a7ention has
moms and show them footage led to new laws. It is now illefrom Dead Space 2, a
gal in several states to sell Mgrotesque horror game where rated video games to those
you can dismember your muunder seventeen. Video game
tated foes.
sellers can face
Not exactly
heavy ﬁnes for
an "eﬀective"
not following
focus group,
‘This campaign has these new laws.
but this camThe problem
more
buzz than a hive
paign has
with
the “Your
of bees.’
more buzz
Mom Hates
than a hive of
Dead Space 2”
bees. Ad
campaign is that
agencies are Tweeting about it it is targeting people who are
all over the country.
still under their parents’ umBoston based Modernista!
brella. Many of these people
Tweeted the following: "Your
are over seventeen, but many
Mom Hates Dead Space 2" is
of them are not. Is it right to
pure Propagation Planning:
target a gory game like Dead
Inﬂuence the inﬂuencers,
Space 2 to minors? I don’t
build around taboo, and ride
think so. Minors are not alInternet meme culture. Bonus
lowed to buy it in the stores,
points for making focus
but they will still ﬁnd a way.
groups slightly more fun."
Advertisers know this.
Now, I do not disagree
I am not going to take
with this Tweet; the "Your
much of a stand against EA
Mom Hates Dead Space 2”
Games over this. I wouldn’t
campaign is highly eﬀective. I buy Dead Space 2 anyway bewould love to be the copycause A) I don’t have the grit
writer that came up with the
or guts to play such a frightcampaign, but I ultimately
ening game and B) I’m still in
wonder whether it is socially
awe over the campaign’s creresponsible.
ativity.
There's been a lot of conI wouldn’t mind if “Your
troversy over video game vio- Mom Hates Dead Space 2”
lence. A7orney Jack
was a part of my portfolio.
Thompson (now disbarred)
Though, if it was, I would alfamously a7empted to argue
ways be wondering if it was
in court that ultra violent
right to target kids like that.

Word Vomit

The Craziest of All
By Blair Worthington
Staﬀ Writer

Men crumble; women go weak;
but what could it be that makes reason
oblique?
Temptation is one thing,
but it could be desire,
or simply not knowing what could one
day transpire.
It is empty but ﬁlling,
and it makes people think,
but at one very moment the brain hits
its brink.
Two vital parts disconnect at the core,
and the body still goes
but it does nothing more.
This something is happy,
it brings so much cheer,
but when it blossoms then fades
all that's le6 is a tear.
Men make no sense; women just fall;
it's nothing mundane,
just the craziest of all.

Johnny Depp at the Golden Globes (MCT Campus)

By Kelsey DiCarlo
Staﬀ Writer

board the train to Venice and
sit next to a stranger “with
my height and build” to trick
police into believing she is
with Pearce, who has somehow managed to have never
been identiﬁed or photographed by the government
at all.
Elise does as she is told,
coyly avoiding the police who

Who are your two favorite
stars on the big screen, or in
the tabloids? Arguably, Angelina Jolie and Johnny Depp
both have had stunning careers and lived life the way
they wanted to while still
keeping a sophisticated
image.
The two actors recog- ‘The Tourist is truly an exnized each other’s talent,
citing movie with a twist
but neither of them could
say they knew each other
that...changes everything
well. Jolie and Depp both
completely.’
have a similar sense of
poise compared to other
media powerhouses, and yet
the two had never found
always seems to be two steps
themselves working on the
behind, and chooses Frank
same script. Realizing this,
(Johnny Depp), an American
they decided to change that
tourist who is a math teacher
together.
in Wisconsin. Elise completely
Angelina was in Europe
wins him over, and Frank falls
while Brad Pi7 was ﬁlming a
in love with her right there on
movie of his own, and Johnny the train.
reportedly lives in Europe
For awhile, Elise drags
when he isn’t working in the
Frank along with her, acting
United States. Both of them
as though she is with Alexanhad heard about a new
der so the police are fooled
screenplay, and a6er reading
into believing that poor, innoit, both decided it was somecent Frank is a wanted thief.
thing they were interested in.
All the while, Frank has no
Angelina was quoted sayidea what is going on, and
ing she was most excited
about trying out a character
she hasn’t already played, a
“lady”. Johnny reportedly
stated he found the script to
have a strong plot. Coincidentally, the movie was set in Europe, a majority of it in Italy,
very close to where both of
the actors already were. Jolie
and Depp met up, and decided to make this movie
theirs.
The Tourist is that movie.
Even with such an interesting
story occurring before a camera crew had been even hired,
it is hard to believe the movie
could actually be more exciting. However, The Tourist is
truly an exciting movie, with
a twist that doesn’t get revealed until the last ﬁve minutes that changes everything
completely.
Angelina plays Elise, a
woman living in France who
is monitored by police at
every moment because she is
in love with a wanted man,
Alexander Pearce, who notoriously stole hundreds of millions of dollars from a
dangerous gangster.
One day, Elise receives a
note from her beloved to
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seems to believe that he has a
future with Elise, who is both
street smart and book smart
while he is clumsy and uncertain of himself and his surroundings.
Elise realizes that Frank is
in danger and the gangster,
known as Shaw, heard his old
apprentice Pearce is in Venice
and ﬂies there to hunt him
down. Despite her best efforts, Frank simply won’t
leave Elise alone, and always
manages to ﬁnd her even
when she deceives him.
Near the end of the movie,
we ﬁnd out that Elise met
Pearce by going undercover
to live with him. Yes, she
once worked for the same police that now follow her every
move. She agrees to go undercover again with them, because she has fallen in love
with Frank and feels tired of
being “summoned” by
Alexander. So she tries to rid
herself of her former love
once and for all.
Elise gets cornered by
Shaw and his band of thugs,
and with her fellow detectives
waiting for Pearce to show up
while keeping an eye on the
overly concerned Frank on
their boat. When the head detective, Inspector Acheson, refuses to send help to Elise
until Pearce shows up to save
her, Frank takes ma7ers into
his own hands. He escapes
the government boat and
risks his life by confronting
Shaw unarmed to a7empt to
save Elise’s life.
Does Frank manage to save
Elise, or does Acheson ﬁnally
call for backup? What happened to all of the stolen
money? Did back up ever
come? Did Elise and Frank
have a fairy tale ending, or
does Frank die or go back to
Wisconsin? Does Elise keep
her career or disappear? What
happens to Shaw? And most
importantly, what happens to
Alexander Pearce?
The ﬁnal twist in the last
ﬁve minutes of the plot answers all of these questions,
drawing the audience in until
all of the secrets are revealed.
To ﬁnd out the grand ﬁnale,
you’ll have to see this star
studded collaboration for
yourself.

(MCT Campus)
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Aronofsky’s Black
Swan is full-fledged
perfection

fe b r u a r y 4 , 2 0 1 1

By Cory Beaudoin
Staﬀ Writer

Black Swan had all the right
stuff from the start… Natalie
Portman in the lead role, Darren Aronofsky writing and in
the director’s chair, and a lot
of pent-up demand from the
public to see what he could
craft from the world of highstakes ballet; and it delivers.
The film began its life
rolled in with Aronofsky’s
previous feature The
Wrestler… that movie would
have seen Randy the Ram
(Mickey Rourke) fall in love
with a beautiful ballerina. It
gives me chills to think of
what the film could have been
like, but he fell in love with a
stripper instead, and it was
great.
Black Swan follows Nina
Sayers, played by Portman, a
strung-out, career ballerina
who lives at home with mom
in the big city. She gets the opportunity to play the Swan
Queen in a production of
Swan Lake, which is apparently a big deal in the ballet
community. The new director,
Leroy, played impeccably by
French actor Vincent Cassel,
needs Nina to be more aggressive, and gives her the
part after she bites him on the
tongue during a stolen kiss.
From here, Nina clashes

with her mother, played by
Barbara Hershey, due to her
failure to play the same role
years ago because of being
pregnant with Nina. She also
makes a new friend in Lily
(Mila Kunis), who shows her
how to express her wild side;
the highlight of the film is
when they drop E and roll in
the club… by the end of the
night, well, you’ll just have to
see what happens.
Nina strives for the utmost
perfection, which is the cornerstone of the film; so much
so, that she drives herself
crazy. The lines between reality and fantasy are blurred so
much Nina and the viewer
can’t even tell what’s going
on. By the time the finale
reaches us (the opening night
of Swan Lake), we have no
idea what’s real, until it all
comes crashing down in a
perfect finale that heavily mirrors the ending of The
Wrestler.
On the surface, the film
doesn’t appear to be a horror
film, but it very much is.
There are many wince-worthy
shots of blood, some guts, and
lots of peeling-off of skin. I
must give points to how well
the duality of white and black
is played out in the film (representing Nina’s white and
black swans). Every set piece
is bathed in striking blacks
and whites… and nothing

else.
Aronofsky got a much deserved Oscar nomination for
his direction and Portman got
a nod for Best Actress. David
Fincher will take director for
The Social Network, but Portman could easily take her
cake.
A ballet movie sounds stupid on paper, but I thought
the same thing about
wrestling when I saw The
Wrestler. I give it 4 and a half
bulldogs, and URGE you to
check it out before it’s too late.

This movie earned 4.5
out of 5 bulldogs

